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From an historicaal perspective, one could trace the begin-
nings of IPMEC too 1990 when John Tomkin, president of the 
Marine Education Society of Australasia (MESA), led a group 
of 23 Australian marine educators on a four-week tour of
marine education facilities on the West Coast of the United 
States. The tour reesulted in a number of long-time associations 
between memberrs of MESA and the National Marine Educators 
Association (NMEAA) in North America. Many subsequent cross-
cultural visits expoosed the challenges in both knowledge and
resource sharing oon the international scene.

During one such visit, a small group of MESA and NMEA 
members meeting at the NMEA 2000 conference in Long 
Beach, California, fformed a plan to hold an international meeting 
of marine educatoors in conjunction with the scheduled NMEA
2005 conference in Hawaii. Thanks to the contributions of Mike
Spranger, Vicki Ossis, and Frannie Coopersmith in the USA and
Jody Plecas, Markk Rodrigue, and Harry Breidahl in Australia,
this fi rst internatioonal meeting, the One Ocean Marine Forum
(OOMF), brought together 27 marine educators from seven 

nations (USA, Australia, NNeww ZZeaealalaanddn , JaJapapapaan,n,nn CC CCCananananadaadaddada a,aa,a,aa EEEEEE EEEngngngngngnggnggglallalallal nndddndndd, , 
and South Africa) for twwo o daaysyss a at t tht e MaMaui CCCCComomomommumumuuunninitytty CCC Colololllellelegege
in July 2005.

With Lisa Heft as facilitatotor,r, O OOMMO F FF foformededd s s sixixixix aaactcttc ioion n grgrouououpspsps. 
One of these groups, propoosesed d by KKittyty SSimmmonononondddsds a aandnd c chahaairriredeed
by Sylvia Spalding of the WeWestern PaPacifi fic cc ReReRR gigigioonaal FFisissheheheryry
Management Council, was dededicated too plannnn ining g anand d d faffaciciililili-
tating an international meettiningg ofof marine educuccatatatoororss foof cucusesed d 
on the Pacifi c Ocean and thee communitiess wwwhohoho d d epepene d d d oon
it. IPMEC, as it came to be knnowown, was seen n asass aa l logogicicalalal s sstetetep 
in the process of uniting maarine educatorss g g glololobabaalllly.y. I It t wawas 
envisioned that the conferenencece wwould resulult t ininin t theheh  c crereatatatioioionn 
of a Pacifi c network of mariinene e edud catoorrsrs t tt thahahah tt cococ ululu d d seservrvve e e asass
a model for the creation of ototheher r regigionala  nnnnetetettete wowoworkrkss ofof m mmararininine 
educators and that eventtuaualllly y ththeseese vav riououss s neneeetwtwtwororksks m mmigighththt
link together to form a gllobobaal neteetwowork.

Joining Kitty and Sylvia on ththe e e IPMEMEM C orrgagagag niniiiniziziziz ngngngggg c cc ccomommmimimim tttttteeeeeee
were Harry and Jody inn AAusustrtralaliaia; Viickkckki i OOsOsOOO isisisss, MeMMMeMeMelllllieieieeeee LLL  ewewewwewewisiss,, 
Richard Murphy, Sarah Scchohoededdininingeger,r, a andndd PP PPeeteteteterererre TTT Tududdududddededdededeenhnhnhnhnhnhnnnhamammmmmamammm iii in nn

Approximately 1000 participants from 18 countries and territo-
ries participated in the International Pacific Marine Educators
Conference in persson or by web conference.

The U.S. exclusive economicmic zo nene (EEZ) in thehehehe Pa PaPaPacifcifcifcifc icic ici islislandandands (s (s ((inin
red) comprises about one-haalflf of of thehethe U.S. EEZEZZZ...

INTERNATTIONAL PACIFIC MARINE EDUCATORS CONFFEERREEENCCEE

BY SYLVIA SPAALDING

PRESSURES FROM A RAPIDLY GROWING WORLD POPULATION arere cchah nging g oceaeaaanssnss a aatt t anannn
unpreceddented rate. From CO2 concentrations that accelerate global climate change toto d deeplletionn  of f fi shererrry y y y sssts ocksks, 
the probllems are unprecedented and will require innovative solutions. A worldwide nenetworork ofofof e eedudd catototorsrsrsrs tt t too fof cucuss
on these efforts is essential. The International Pacifi c Marine Educators Conferencece ((IPIPMEMEC) wwasas a llanananandmdmdmarara k kk 
meeting that culminated in the emergence of such a network of marine educators foccusu eded on the PaPaP cicicifi fi fi cc c c OcOcOcceeaean n 
and the ccommunities who depend on it.
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ththhhhthheeee e cocoooocoontntnn ininneneneenene tatatattt l ll UUSUU A;AA; B arb KlKlememmm,m,m, M Mele lie Lewis, Barbara Mayer, 
anannaand d dd ShShShSheererererwowowooodoodo  MM ayaynardrd in Haaawawawaiii ; and Hugh Govan and Joeli
VeVeitititiitttayayayayaaka i ininnnin FFFF FFFFijijijiji.i.i. S S popponsorshhipip wasasas p p prorovided d by the Western Pacifi c
ReReReRReR gigigigig onononnalaaa  F FFFisisheheheheheryryryry MM Managemenent t CCoC uncil (platinum), the NOAA
OfOfOfOOfffi fi fifificececeee oof f OccOceaeaan nn ExExExEE plpp oration anannd dd National Marine Sanctuary 
FoFFoFF uuuununnunu daadaaatititit onono  ( ((gogogooldldldld),),),), aanddn  T he Oceeanan F Foundation and the National
MaMaaMaMaMMaMarririr nnenenene E EEEdduduuuccacatotoorsrsrs A AA Assssoco iaiatit on (sisilvlverer).). 

TThhThTheeee ee cocococonfnfn errenene ce wwwwaaasas initiallllylyly schedulleded to be co-hosted by the 
WeWeWeeeWeeWeestststerererre n nn n n PPaPaPaccicififi c c ReReReRegigigig onnnalal F Fisheeryry MMananaga ement Council and the 
UnUnUnnivivivvereereree sisis tytyty o of f f ththththe e SoSoSouttuthhh Pacifi c c anand d to be held January 15-19, 
2020202002 00707077, ,, iinniin F Fijiji.ii  M MM Mororororree ee than 1000 ppara tit cipants from 20 countries 
ssusuusubmbmbmbmmmb ittii tetetedd d aababbststts raraaracttctss and regigiststrarar titionono s for the conference. Then
inininnin 22 2200000000 6,6,66, pppp pololollitititiititicicicalal u unrest inin Fijijii bebeb gagan to mount. The organizing
cococoocommmmmmmmmmmmitittittteteee e e e rereeereremamamainini ed hhopefefulul tt thahah t t tht e political situation would 
seseeessettttttttttllelleleelee, , bubububbubbut t onoononooo  D D DDececcceemememe beber r 44,4, 22200006,6  it agreed that the confer-
enencecececeecee ss sshhhohohohohohoulullluulddd dd bebebebee r rrreleleelooco atated. The nenenextxt dday, a political coup in Fiji
cocoonfinfinfi rrmemed dd ththttht atatataa  t ttthehhehe c ccomo mimittt eee hhhadad m ade the right decision.

ThThThana ksksks t to o thththththe e ee hahahahardrdrd work k anaa d d d deedidicacation of the staff of the
WeWeWestteeernn PaPacciifififi fic c ReReReRegigiononalal F Fisi heheryry M anagement Council, the
coconfnfnferere enencecee vvvenenenueueueue, , hoh tel,l, a and fi eeldld trips were shifted to Honolulu 
inininn r rececororrd d titimememe.. TThhe e cocconfnferencec  sstatartr  date remained January 15,
2020000707, , bubut t loloogigig ststics required that tthee conference end a day early, 
ononnn J JJanana uaaarry 1118t8t8th. Therefore, anantiticic pated activities to involve 
coc mmmmmmununnititiei s s anannd d shs aring resooururcec s with them were canceled.
Thhe e U.U.S.S. DDepepparartmtmt eent of State helelpped to expedite visas for foreign 
trravavelelerers.s. WWhihih lele s ssoome participanntts had to drop out due to the 
chchhanana gege iin n veveenunun e,e,, o thhher partiticicipapantnts joined in. The conference 
sisisizezeze rrrememaiaineneed d stststababababbbllele aatt apprproxoximimately 100 individuals partici-
papap titinngng i in n pepersrsononn aandndnnd b y weeb-b confnferrence, but the representation
ofof ccououuntntntriieses a aandndd tt terererrrir tot riess ddroroppppp eded sslightly to 18.

ThThThhroroougugugh h h tthhhtheee eee teetechchchchnininniicacac l l exe pepertise ee ofof theh  College of Exploration,
sixxx x ofof tthehe cccc onononnonnfefeferererencncnce’ee s 7070 oraall prprp esesentations were delivered in 
rereeeeallaalalaa -tt-t-tt-timmimmimimmme e eeeee vivivvivivvv aa a a thththththt ee weweweewew b bbb frfrfromom areeasas s spapannn ing the East Coast of the 
UUnUnnnnitititttititededed SSSSSSSStattateteeteees s s tototoo PPapappuaua N Neww G Guiiu nennea,a, i ncn luding the U.S. Midwest,

eover, groups from Mexico, the island of Kauai, and Australia. More
apua New Guinea, Australia, Hawaii, Mexico, New Caledonia, Pa
e to participate in and the continental United States were able
option of viewing the conference via the web. They had the 
nd-answer periods presentations and engaging in the question-an
PMEC, the College real-time or at their leisure. After the close of IP
nference available of Exploration generously made the entire co
pmec.online to anyone at www.coexploration.org/ip

OMF as follows:The goals of IPMEC built upon the aims of OO

ltural shift • Through education, to contribute to a cu
rces across the towards sustainable use of ocean resour

Pacifi c Basin.

so we can share • To change our behaviors as educators 
y of those educa-our resources and build up the capacity
th within our own tors who don’t have those resources bo
t lack resources.countries and within those countries that

fi c Basin regional • To facilitate the development of Pacifi
hat will share infor-marine education leadership networks th
e duplication. mation, ideas and resources, and reduce

cifi c Basin marine • To initiate the development of a Pac
education networking strategy.

a model for other • Focus geographically on the Pacifi c as a
p globally. regions to follow and eventually to link u

BreBreBrereakoakoak ut ut sessessse siosiosioss nns ns sns feafefeatured K-1K-12 i2 i2 nitnitiativev s, higher education initia-
tivtives,es,es, co cocommumuummuuunnititnitn tyy py py pprogrrrograms, traraaditditionional al knowledge, sea turtles, 
touutoutourisrisrissmm, m, andand we weeb cb cb cb confonfon eree ncingng.g

web from locations Six oral presentations were delivered via the w
uinea.spanning the U.S. East Coast to Papua New Gu

GCRL-145865-Current.indd   Sec1:24GCRL-145865-Current.indd   Sec1:24 6/30/08   8:54:16 AM6/30/08   8:54:16 AM

creo




25

currentTHE JOURNAL OF MARINE EDUCATION

Volume 24 • Number 2 • 2008
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e conference was a success. A committee was
formed to establissh the International Pacifi c Marine Educators
Network (IPMEN)) with Ben Mikaere Namakin (Federated 
States of Micronessia) as chair. Other members include Leimana 
DaMate, Jarad Maakaiau, and Jennifer Metz (Hawaii); Jasmine
Mason (Canada); Luis Pinto (Chile); Craig Strang and Peter
Tuddenham (contiinental USA); Teny Topalian (Northern Mariana
Islands); Nacanielee “Nat” Tuivavalaqi (Marshall Islands); Andrew
Vance (Australia); and Ron Vave and Semisi Meo (Fiji). Sylvia 
Spalding and Harryy Breidahl serve as ex offi cio members.

The IPMEC particiipants agreed to hold biannual conferences. 
The 2008 confereence is scheduled to be held in Townsville,
Australia, October 16-21, in conjunction with the second
International Youthh Coastal Conference (IYCC). The develop-
ment of the fi rst IYYCC in Queenscliff, Australia, in 2006, was the
focus of another OOOMF action group, which was led by Andrew 
Vance who chairss the IPMEN 2008 conference. The 2010
IPMEN conferencee is scheduled to be hosted by the University
of the South Pacifi cc in Fiji, while Chile is looking to host the 2012 
conference on Easster Island.

At the 2008 IPMENN conference, the network envisions furthering
other goals identifi fied at IPMEC:

• Create a weebsite to include a database inventory of 
resources, eveents calendar, etc.

• Develop poinnts of contact for each country and territory in 
the Pacifi c.

• Create a list sserve of marine educators in the Pacifi c.

• Train tour opeerators in the Pacifi c.

• Develop oceaan literacy “principles” for the Pacifi c.

• Connect IPMEEN to other existing networks in the Pacifi c. 

• Build capacityy and infrastructure of marine educators in
the Pacifi c.

To learn about IPMEN andd t to o joj inin t thihis s neneetwtwtwtwoororo k k k ofof eeduducacacatototorrs
with a passion for the Pacifi c O Ocecean aandnd thehe cccomomomommumumuninititieses w wwhoho
depend upon it, please visit wwwww.i. pmenn.n. etetet.

MORE RESOURCES:

College of Exploration:
http://www.coexplorationon.o.orgrg/ipmmecece

International Pacifi c Marine EEduducatooorsrs NNetwowoorkrk:::
http://www.ipmen.nett

One Ocean Marine Forum:
http://www.mesa.edu.auu/i/intter/ooommomf0f0ff0011.11.asasaspppppp

SYLVIA SPALDING is tht e e cooc mmmmunicattioiionsn  oooffiffiffififificcc ccererereee  f ffororrr tt thehhe 
Western Pacifi c Regional FFissheheryryry C C Cooouncccilil anddd wwwasasas tttt tthhhehhe  cccccchhhahahah iririr o of f
the International Pacifi c Maaririnenee E EEduduucacattors Confefeererrererencncncnceee.e.e

PHOTO CREDITS

Page 25 (right): Courtesy y ofof HHararrry Breeididahhhllll

All other photos courtesy ofof tthehe WWessternn PPacaccifiififiifi cccc c R R egegegiooioonanananall 
Fishery Management Councilil

Facilitated workshoops led to the establishment of the International 
Pacific Marine Educcators Network (IPMEN).

During the 2006 National MaMarinrinine Ee ducucators ss AssAsAssAssocociocciciattiiattitiion oon annannnnualualu
conference, next steps to advadvancence IP IPMENMENM  were e re disdisdisiscuscuscuscc ssedssedsedses ..
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